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Certainly this is not the first instance, as it will not be the
last, in which a similar labor has been, or will be, submitted to,
by young men of education contending against adverse for-
tunes. 33ut we naturally inquire for the motive that could have
made such a drudgery possible to one whose extraordinary gifts
of Mature had been enlarged and enriched by the delights of
learning. On the other side of the range of hills that lay
between Ms new abode and the college which he had recently
left was that brother, for whose education he had made him-
self responsible to ^s parents; while at home was an anxious
and aged father, now left without the prop on which he had
meant to lean. The whole secret of this endurance, therefore,
is comprehended in the following occurrence :

" In May of this year (1803), having a week's vacation, I took my quar-
ter's salary, mounted a horse, went straight over all the hills to Hanover,
and had the pleasure of putting these, the first earnings of my life, into my
brother's hands for his college expenses. Having enjoyed this sincere and
high pleasure, I hied me back again to my school and my copying of
deeds." i

It was on this visit to Hanover that my kinsman, George
Ticknor, Esq., who, excepting myself, is now the sole survivor
of his four literary executors, first saw him. As I shall have
frequent occasion to quote from. Mr. Ticknor's recollections of
him, extending through a period of fifty years, and now form-
ing, in manuscript, some of the most important and interesting
of the materials before me, I avail myself of his mention of the
time when, the acquaintance and friendship between Mr. "Web-
ster and himself began. He observes:

"The first time I ever saw Mr. "Webster was in Hanover, in May, 1802.
All that I remember of him then is, that the students of the college,
whom I was in the habifc of seeing, were very proud and very fond of
him. It was a knot of young men, among whom was Mr. Henry Hubbard,
afterward Governor of 3STew Hampshire; Amos Twitchell, afterward a dis-
tinguished surgeon; his own brother Ezekiel, and others, living in the
old Kinsman House; at least I saw them there. He was returning from,
Fryeburg, where he had kept school. He was thin, and had not the
appearance of being a strong man. He remained in Hanover only two tor
three days. The young men seemed rejoiced to have him with them, and
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